Composition & Literature I
English 1-22






Instructor: James McAdams
Drown 001






M/W/F: 11:10-12:00
Office: Drown 317





Email: jtm211@lehigh.edu
Office Hours: Thursday 2:00-3:00 or by appointment

Course Description
English 1 is designed to introduce students to collegiate level writing, also known as academic writing.  While this is primarily a writing course, we will spend a significant amount of time examining facets of contemporary culture and entering into “conversations” about contemporary issues with eminent writers and thinkers. By critically examining cultural institutions and ideologies—such as the strengths and weaknesses of our education system, the changing nature of human interaction resulting from the digital revolution, global conflicts and ethnic stereotypes, etc.—we will gain insight into ourselves and the myriad ways we are influenced by our culture. Primarily, the objective of this course is to help you improve your writing by exposing you to various communication techniques, compositional approaches, and rhetorical moves. When studying these examples, we will seek to de-mystify “academic writing” and demonstrate how often its characteristics function outside college walls.  Academic writing, we will hopefully discover, refers not to some nebulous entity foreign to our extra-curricular endeavors, but simply a revision and distillation of skills we are already in possession of and use on a daily basis.
Required Texts & Supplies

The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Mohsin Hamid, (New York: First Mariner Books, 2007)
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston (New York: Harper Perennial, 1937)

They Say, I Say, Graff and Birkenstein, (New York: Norton, 2010) Second Edition
Selected readings on Course Site

You will also need:

A notebook for reading notes and class discussion

A folder for the syllabus, assignment sheets, printed articles, paper drafts, etc.

Bring your notebook and folder to each class, as well as print-outs of all documents loaded onto Course Site.  (NB: It is your responsibility to print out and bring these documents to class.  Aside from spontaneous handouts I may feel compelled to compose and distribute, this syllabus will probably be the last thing I hand out this semester.)  
Assignments & Evaluation

4 Major Papers (4-6 pages)—80% (20% each)
4 Microthemes (1-2 pages)—10% 

A Microtheme is a brief response to a reading, screening, or class discussion.  While these must be written formally, they are primarily a place for you to bounce ideas around or consider approaches to your major papers, so don’t feel compelled to develop introductions, conclusions, transitions, and other elements of academic writing.  I would recommend exploring a topic or subject in your microtheme for which you can develop a robust claim in your major paper, but it’s up to you.
Class Participation—10% (in-class discussions, forum posts, quizzes, in-class writing, conferences, peer reviews, etc.)

Grade Scale:
Your final grades and assignments will be determined according to the following scale:
94-100% =  A

90-93  % =  A-

87-89   %=  B+

84-86   %=  B

80-83   %=  B-

77-79   %=  C+

74-76   %=  C

70-73   %=  C-

67-69   %=  D+

64-66   %=  D

60-63   %=  D-

<60      %=  F

Guidelines for Papers: Please include your name, class section, date, and assignment description in the upper left-hand corner of the paper’s first page.  Use 12 pt. font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins.  Make sure that your final copy is free of typos and spelling errors.  Take advantage of the advanced options in Word’s spelling & grammar check, but most importantly read through your final copy several times before submission to catch careless errors.  
Participation:  This class depends on knowledgeable discussion of assigned materials and cultural issues.  Your participation is an essential component of each class; therefore, I expect you to be an engaged member of our classroom community.  This means that you should read assigned texts carefully, take notes, and come to class  prepared to engage in thoughtful and respectful discussions with your classmates.  Active participation also includes bringing paper drafts to conferences, writing workshops, and peer-review sessions.  
Part of your participation grade may also come from quiz grades.  There will be unannounced reading/film quizzes throughout the semester, particularly if I get the impression that students have not been reading the assigned texts.  You CANNOT make up a missed quiz.  

Discussion Forums: I will ask you to post to discussion forums on Course Site throughout the semester.  You should always read the prompt before writing your response, as I may ask you to perform a number of tasks (discussion questions, close analysis, summary, etc.).  The prompts will also inform you about length and format requirements for each response.  I will not ask you to write pages worth of text for each response, but typing up a few sentences at the last minute will not be acceptable.  As a general rule, you can assume that approximately 250 words (about 1 full paragraph) is an appropriate length.  When crafting your response, remember that you will be writing for an audience that includes your professor and your peers.  Unless I tell you otherwise, posts will be due by 9pm on the night before we will discuss the topic in class.  Late posts will not receive credit.
Attendance:  Students are required to attend every class.  If you miss a class, for any reason, you are responsible for finding out what you missed in class.  I will not track you down; it is your responsibility to email me to find out what you missed.  If, at any point in the semester, you become seriously ill, it is your responsibility to notify me and/or the Dean of Students (who will inform your instructors if the situation calls for it).  

If you miss more than 4 classes, I reserve the right to lower your grade—this policy is explained in the Student Guide to First-Year English.  For example, after the fourth absence a B+ would become a B.  After the 5th, the B would become a B-.  At five absences I will send a Section 3 form to your advisor and the Dean of Students Office to notify them that your absences have become a concern.

If you miss 9 classes or more, you will fail the course.  At that point you must either withdraw from the course or receive an ‘F’.  While you can miss up to 4 classes without penalty, you should keep in mind that coming to class unprepared, falling asleep in class, and not participating in class discussions can result in your being marked absent—whether your body is present or not.  

NOTE: You can be marked absent if you do not bring the day’s reading assignment with you.  We will be working closely with the texts, and you cannot fully participate in the class if you do not have the readings assigned for the day in front of you.  

Conferences: A quick note about conferences. In order to give you a chance to talk to me about your writing, I cancel one day of class during each unit for conferences. Whether the conferences are mandatory or not, be aware that if you sign up for a conference and then fail to show up for your appointment, it will count as an absence.

Assignments Due on the Day of an Absence:

· If you know you’ll be absent on the day an assignment is due, you should make arrangements to submit the work to me prior to the due date (electronically via Course Site or e-mail is the easiest solution).

· If early submission isn’t an option, you should contact me as soon as possible (before the absence), and we’ll make other arrangements.

· If you’re unexpectedly absent on a due date, you should contact me ASAP.

NOTE:  Late work can be docked points, especially if you make no attempt to contact me about it.  For each 24 hour period (including weekends!) that your work is late, I may deduct up to a third of a letter grade.  A B+ final paper would be lowered to a B if it were one day late, a B- if it were two days late, and so on. I am perfectly happy to give extensions if you contact me ahead of time, although you should contact me at least two days before a paper is due if you think you’ll need extra time.  

· Even if a draft is late you must submit it to me.  You cannot pass this course unless you turn in all major assignments.

Classroom Ethics and Etiquette:  In this class we may touch upon sensitive and/or controversial subjects.  Please be respectful of your peers by not displaying, viewing, or posting offensive web pages or emails.  Furthermore, please maintain an appropriate level of respect for your peers and the instructor during class.  This means:

· Do not interrupt while someone else is speaking

· Do not disparage another person’s ideas (there are ways to disagree with someone without attacking them)

· Do not use racial, sexual, etc. slurs.

Violations of this policy can be considered harassment according to university policy and will be handled as such.

Plagiarism:

As the Student Guide to First-Year English indicates, Lehigh has a zero-tolerance plagiarism policy.  This means:

· You are expected to turn in original work

· You must cite all sources you summarize and accurately use quotation marks around the words of another person

If you have doubts about whether you are ethically using your work or that of others, please check with me.  

Email Accounts—Having an email account is mandatory.  More specifically, you must be able to access you Lehigh email account for this class.  I generally use Course Site to send emails, and those messages go directly to your Lehigh email.  You should check your email regularly, as I will often send class information this way.  If you have a preferred non-Lehigh email, you should set up mail forwarding for your Lehigh account so that you do not miss any important messages.

Protecting Your Work—Back up your work frequently.  This includes regularly saving (I recommend setting up Auto Recovery in Word) your work as you write, but I would like to stress that it is essential for you to save your work in more than one location, e.g. jump/flash drive, email account, Lehigh H: drive, Drop Box, Google Drive, iCloud, etc. Given the ubiquity and ease of these services, you are not guaranteed an extension if you tell me that your computer “ate” your homework.   I would also recommend that you don’t delete class related emails until the semester ends.

The Center for Writing & Math: Lehigh’s Writing Center is located on the first floor of Drown Hall. The center offers free tutoring in all types of writing and a number of math classes.  I strongly encourage you to take advantage of the services the tutoring center can provide for you.  Tutors can help you along any stage of the writing process, including brainstorming, crafting a strong thesis statement, organizing paragraphs, intros/conclusions, etc. You can make appointments by stopping by the center or calling (610) 758-3098.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting accommodations, please contact both your instructor and the Office of Academic Support Services, University Center 212 (610.758.4152) as early as possible in the semester.  You must have documentation from the Academic Support Services office before accommodations can be granted. 
Schedule of Readings and Assignments

Mon. Aug. 27 Introductions, class rationale, syllabus discussion
Unit 1:  Schooling

Wed. Aug. 29  They Say/I Say:  198-205, writing exercise on schooling, discussion of claims, 

Fri.    Aug. 31  They Say, I Say:  1-14, Sizer:  “What High School Is” 
Mon.  Sept. 3 Percy:  “The Loss of the Creature”
Wed.  Sept. 5 Class work on microtheme, entering a conversation with Percy, 

           Workshop: Working with sources


           Homework:  Watch film, Waiting for Superman
Fri.     Sept. 7 Quiz and discussion of film.

Mon.  Sept. 10 Workshop:  Organization, Microtheme due 

Wed.  Sept. 12 Gatto:  “The Seven-Lesson Schoolteacher,” The Nation:  “Can Teachers Alone Overcome Poverty?”
Fri.     Sept. 14 “On Being a Teacher,” paper topics

Mon.  Sept. 17 Workshop:  Claims
Wed.  Sept. 19 Individual conferences—First Draft Due
Fri.     Sept. 21 Individual conferences—First Draft Due
Mon.  Sept. 24 Peer Review—Second Draft Due
 Unit 2: Digital Literacy

Wed.  Sept. 26 Paper 1 due, writing exercise on use of digital media, discussion of digital log and microtheme
Fri.     Sept. 28 Readings on digital literacy, Workshop:  Being specific
Mon.  Oct. 1 Discussion of logs, They Say, I Say:  19-28, 55-67


          Homework: Watch film, Digital Nation
Wed.  Oct. 3 Quiz and discussion of film, Workshop:  Topic sentences 
Fri.     Oct. 5 Discuss paper topics, Microtheme due 
Mon.  Oct. 8 Pacing Break: NO CLASS 
Wed.  Oct. 10 Conferences in groups—First Draft Due
Fri.     Oct. 12 Workshop, peer review

Unit 3: Cultural Constructions and Assumptions

Mon.  Oct. 15 Paper 2 due, Opening discussion of The Reluctant Fundamentalist and the construction of race
Wed.  Oct. 17 Discussion of The Reluctant Fundamentalist
Fri.     Oct. 19 Selected readings on gender, microtheme topic
Mon.  Oct. 24 They Say, I Say, 30-50, Workshop:  Summarizing


            Homework: Watch film, Crash
Wed.  Oct. 24 Quiz and discussion of film, Workshop:  Reading films
Fri.     Oct. 26 Paper topics,  Microtheme due, 
Mon.  Oct. 29 Hurston: Their Eyes ch. 1-6
Wed.  Oct. 31  Hurston: Their Eyes ch. 7-15

Fri.    Nov. 2  Hurston: Their Eyes ch. 16-20
Mon.  Nov. 5 Optional Conferences 
Wed.  Nov. 9 Peer Review—First Draft Due 
Unit 4:  Academic Discourse Communities

Fri.   Nov. 9 Paper 3 due, Intro Academic Discourse Project and microtheme topic
Mon.  Nov. 12 Rose:  “Entering the Conversation”
Wed.  Nov. 14 They Say/I Say:  Ch. 12, Workshop: Conclusions 
Fri.     Nov. 16 They Say/I Say: Ch. 13
Mon.  Nov. 19 They Say, I Say: Ch. 14, paper topics 
Wed.  Nov. 21 Thanksgiving:  No Class 
Fri.     Nov. 23 Thanksgiving:  No Class
Mon.  Nov. 26 Academic discourse community mini-presentations
Wed.  Nov. 28 Academic discourse community mini-presentations 

Fri.     Nov. 30 Academic discourse community mini-presentations


Mon.  Dec. 3 Spillover of presentations or Optional Conferences
Wed.  Dec. 5  Optional Conferences
Fri.     Dec. 7  Workshop, peer review—First Draft Due
TBA: Final Paper due 

